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Read and answer the following questions

By 1776 the fine art of painting as it had developed in western Europe up to this time had
been introduced into the American colonies though books and prints, European visitors and
immigrants, and traveling colonists who brought back copies (and a few original) of old
master paintings and acquaintance with European art institutions.
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By the outbreak of the Revolution against British rule in 1776, the status of the artists had
already undergone change. In the mid-eighteenth century, painters had been willing to
assume such artisan-related tasks as varnishing, gilding teaching, keeping shops, and painting
wheel carriages, houses, and signs. The terminology by which artists were described at the
time suggests their status: "limner" was usually applied to the anonymous portrait painter up
to the 1760's: "painter" characterized anyone who could paint a flat surface. By the second
half of the century, colonial artists who were trained in England or educated in the classics
rejected the status of laborer and thought of themselves as artists. Some colonial urban
portraitists, such as John Singleton

Copley, Benjamin West, and Charles Wilson Peale, consorted with affluent patrons.
Although subject to fluctuations in their economic status, all three enjoyed sufficient
patronage to allow them to maintain an image of themselves as professional artists, an image
indicated by their custom of signing their paintings. A few art collectors James Bowdoin IlI
of Boston, William Byrd of Virginian, and the Aliens and Hamiltons of Philadelphia
introduced European art traditions to those colonists privileged to visit their galleries,
especially aspiring artists, and established in their respective communities the idea of the
value of art and the need for institutions devoted to its encouragement.

Although the colonists tended to favor portraits, they also accepted landscapes, historical
works, and political engravings as appropriate artistic subjects. With the coming of
independence from the British Crown, a sufficient number of artists and their works were
available to serve nationalistic purposes. The achievements of the colonial artists, particularly
those of Copley, West, and Peale, lent credence to the boast that the new nation was capable
of encouraging genius and that political liberty was congenial to the development of taste-a
necessary step before art could assume an important role in the new republic.

What does the passage mainly discuss?

A. The changing status of artists in the American colonies in the eighteenth century
B. The importance of patronage to artist

C. European influence on colonial American painting

D. Subjects preferred by artists in the American colonies in the eighteenth century.
ANSWER: A

The word "outbreak™ in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to

A. beginning

B. cause

C. position

D. explanation

ANSWER: A

The word ""undergone’ in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to

A. experienced

B. transformed

C. preferred

D. led to
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ANSWER: A

According to the passage, before the American Revolution the main task of limners was
to

A. paint portraits

B. paint wheel carriages

C. varnish furniture

D. paint flat surfaces

ANSWER: A

It can be inferred from the passage that artists who were trained in England
A. considered artists to be superior to painters

B. barely painted portraitists

C. were often very wealthy

D. imitated English painters because it was worse

ANSWER: A

The word "consorted™ in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to

A. associated

B. studies

C. agreed

D. made decisions

ANSWER: A

The word "'sufficient™ in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to

A. adequate

B. temporary

C. friendly

D. expensive

ANSWER: A

According to the passage, artists such as Copley, West and Peal signed their paintings
A. supported the artists' image of professionalism

B. made it more difficult for other artists to copy the paintings

C. increased the monetary value of the paintings

D. distinguished colonial American artists from European artists

ANSWER: A

The author mentions James Bowdoin Il and William Byrd in line 19 as examples of
which of the following?

A. Art collectors who had a profound influence on American attitudes toward art
B. Art gallery owners who displayed only European art

C. Artists who gave financial support to other artists

D. Patrons whose helped to encourage artisans to become artists

ANSWER: A

With which of the following would the author be most likely to agree?

A. Colonial artists made an important contribution to the evolving culture of the new nation.
B. The most successful art collectors are usually artists themselves.
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C. The value of colonial American paintings decreased after the Revolution.
D. Countries that have not had a political revolution are unlikely to develop great art
ANSWER: A

READING PASSAGE 2

Read the passage and decide whether each statement is True, False, or Not Given.
TRUE  if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

Are organically grown foods the best food choices? The advantages claimed for such
foods over conventionally grown and marketed food products are now being debated
Advocates of organic foods - a term whose meaning varies greatly - frequently proclaim that
such products are safer and more nutritious than others.

The growing interest of consumers in the safety and more nutritional quality of the
typical North American diet is a welcome development. However, much of this interest has
been sparked by sweeping claims that the food supply is unsafe or in adequate in meeting
nutritional needs. Although most of these claims are not supported by scientific evidence, the
preponderance of written material advancing such claims makes it difficult for the general
public ot separate fact from fiction. As a result, claims that eating a diet consisting entirely of
organically grown foods prevents or cures disease or provides other benefits to health have
become widely publicized and form the basis for folklore.

Almost daily the public is bombarded with claims for "no-aging" diets, new vitamins,
and other wonder foods. There are numerous doubtful reports that natural vitamins are
superior to synthetic ones, that fertilized eggs are nutritionally superior to unfertilized eggs,
that untreated grains are better than fumigated grains and the like.

One thing that most organically grown food products seem to have in common is that
they cost more than conventionally grown foods. But in many cases consumers are misled if
they believe organic foods can maintain health and provide better nutritional quality than
conventionally grown foods. So there is real cause for concern if consumers, particularly
those with limited incomes, distrust the regular food and buy only expensive organic foods
instead.

Not everyone believes that organic foods are better than conventionally-grown foods.
A. True

B. False

C. Not given

ANSWER: A

The term “organic foods” has no fixed meaning.

A. True

B. False

C. Not given
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ANSWER: A

Most claims about the safety and nutritional benefits of organic foods are scientifically
supported.

A. False

B. True

C. Not Given

ANSWER: A

Claims that organic foods can prevent diseases gain the most trust of the public.
A. Not given

B. False

C. True

ANSWER: A

The public is rarely exposed to the information about ""anti-aging"* diets and wonder
foods.

A. False

B. True

C. Not given

ANSWER: A

The majority of consumers believe in the superiority of untreated grains over fumigated
grains.

A. Not given

B. True

C. False

ANSWER: A

Organic foods are consistently priced lower than conventionally grown foods

A. False

B. True

C. Not given

ANSWER: A

Organic foods are more appealing to consumers with limited income.

A. True

B. Not given

C. False

ANSWER: A

Consumers who value organic foods than conventionally-grown foods are mistaken.
A. True

B. False

C. Not given

ANSWER: A

The author totally supports all of the positive claims about organic foods.

A. False

B. True
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C. Not given
ANSWER: A

PHAN TU LUAN (téng sé cau héi: 1 + thang diém tirng cau héi: 5)

Choose one of the following topics, then write an essay. (at least 200 words)

Topic 1: Persuasive essay

As English is an international language, studying another foreign language is a waste of time.
Do you agree or disagree with this viewpoint?

Topic 2: Focus-on-effect essay.

The twenty-first century has seen significant growth in mass tourism. What are the negative
and positive impacts of tourism on local communities?

PAP AN PHAN TU LUAN VA THANG PIEM
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TP. Hé Chi Minh, ngay 7 thang 3 ndm 2024

P. Trwéng bo moén Giang vién ra dé
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ThS. Cao Thi Xuan Tu
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