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The growing threat of
China’s HIV epidemic
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The biggest increase in HIV
transmission has been among
men who have sex with men
(MSM), growing from 2:5% of new
reported cases in 2006 to 26% in
2014.° Although homosexuality
was decriminalised in 1997, China
has inadequate laws to protect
discrimination of individuals based
on sexuality and same-sex marriage is
not recognised.® Because of traditional
family and societal values, 70-90% of
MSM will eventually marry women.” A
meta-analysis’ done in 2011 concluded
that, although 84% of married MSM
had active female sexual partners, only
16% had used condoms consistently
within the last 6 months. Women
who have married MSM, called tongqi
in mainland China, have become a

www.thelancet.com/public-health Vol 3 July 2018

transmissions. Social stigma and
a scarcity of proper sexual health
education present formidable barriers
to stopping the HIV epidemic. China’s
next step should be to open up the
discussion about safe sex practices
amongst the general population,
with future policies prioritising the
dissemination and accessibility of
information about HIV. The public
need to have a clear understanding
of HIV transmission, prevention,
and therapy as part of an effective
information-driven strategy.
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